Tn the Claims: 



Kindly amend the claims to read as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A multi-point communications system, comprising a 
plurality of communication units coupled together in a series point-to-point configuration, each of 
said communications units comprising: 

a first El/Tl pro t ocol firamer operating under an F.1/T1 protoml having a communications 
port for hi-Hirertinna1 point-to-point communication with a first remote communications unit and a 
local communications port; 

a second El/Tl — protoc o l fi-amer operating imHer an F1/T1 prntnrni having a 

communications port for hi-directinna1 point-to-point data communications with a second remote 
communications unit and a local commimications port; and 

control means coupled to the first and second fi^amers for controlling the passage of 
communications data generated by the communications unit to said first and second fi-amers for 
transmission to the coupled remote commimications units and for controlling the passage of 
communications data received by one of said first and second firamers fi"om a remote 
communication unit to the other of said first and second fi-amers for fiirther transmission to another 
remote communications unit. 

2. (original) The commimications system of claim 1 wherein said control means is 
coupled to the local communications ports of the first and second fi-amers. 
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3. (original) The communications system of claim 2 wherein said control means 
comprise means for placing preamble data on a first group of channels and communications data 
controlled by said preamble data on a second group of channels. 

4. (original) The communications system of claim 3 further comprising means in each of 
the communications units for dynamically assigning one of the fi*amers of one of the 
communications units of the communications system fi:'ee run status to provide timing signals for 
the communications system. 

5. (currently amended) The communications system of claim 4 wherein said 
dynamic assignment means includes means for identifying terminal communications of the 
communications system and assigning fi-ee run status to to one of the fi-amers of one of the 
terminal communications units. 

6. (original) The communications system of claim 5 wherein said dynamic assignment 
means further includes means for assigning parent status to the communications unit having the 
fi-ee run status fi:'amer. 

7. (original) The communications system of claim 6 wherein said communications unit 
having parent status controls the sequence and timing of data communications along the 
communications system. 
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8. (original) The communications system of claim 4 wherein said control means further 
comprise a pair of multiplexers each coupled to the local communications ports of the first and 
second fi'amers and means for selectively enabling one of said multiplexers to direct the direction 
of communications between corrmumications units. 

9. (original) The communications system of claim 8 wherein said control means fiirther 
comprises a pair or demultiplexers each coupled to the local communications ports of the first 
and second framers. 
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